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But theſe as natural Brute Beaſts made to be taken 
and deſtroyed, ſpeak evil of the Things that they 
anderſtand not, and fhall utterly periſh in their 
own Corruption, 2 Pet. ii. 12. 
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The IRISH BLASTERS. 


The following Paſſage of Hiſtory is little 
more than a Tranſlation of Part of the 
39th Book of Livy, which being very 
applicable to the preſent Circumſtances 
of Religion amongſt us, is thought pro- 
per to be printed, in hones that the Chri- 
ftian Magiſtrate may be ſpirited up by the 
Example of a Roman, to do as much 
for the Honour of the true God, as 
Poſthumius did for falſe Deities; and 
that the infamous Society of Men, known 
by the Title of BLASTERS, nay as ſuc- 
ceſsfully be puniſhed as the Roman Bac- 
chanalians; that Heaven may be ſaved 
the Expence of Thunder, which other- 
wiſe may come in ſuch a Hurry of Ven- 
geance, as to deſtroy the Righteous with 
the Wicked. 


HE Senate had much at heart to diſ- 
perſe and puniſh a monſtrous Socie- 
ty of Debauchees, which had been 
formed at Rome, under the Nameof 
Bacchanalians, The Conſuls were 

ordered to enquire after the Offenders ; and it 

is not to be expreſſed with what Zeal, Rome 

A2 proſecuted 
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proſecuted the Heads and Accomplices, of this 
clandeſtine Aſſociation of Men, given up to all 
kinds of Wickedneſs. The bare Recital of it 
is enough to make one tremble. Opulence, no 
doubt, and the Concourſe of foreign Nations, 
were what facilitated the forming this infamous 
Cabal, in a City which had hitherto ſhewn the 
utmoſt Abhorrence to all Incontinence. 

Some unknown Greek, a Man of an ob- 
ſcure Birth, but artful, inſinuating, and very 
corrupt in Morals, had landed in Hetruria. In 
his own Country he had been initiated in the 
Myſteries of a Sect, which held their Aſſem- 
blies in the Name, and under the Protection, of 
Bacchus. But we have Reaſon to believe, that 
theſe abominable Conventicles had not their 
firſt Riſe in Greece, Their Origin was more 
remote. There is ſo great a Reſemblance be- 
'twecn the execrable Ceremonies, which the 
Children of Aumon, and the Iſraelites themſelves 

ertormed in The Valley of Tophet, and the 
yſteries of the Bacchanaliaus, as makes it 
probable, rhat the one was an Imitation of the 
other. If we only put the Name of Bacchus 
inſtead of that of Moloch, we ſhall find, that 
the ſame Sacrifices of Modeſty, and the Lives 
of Men, were made in . to the former, as to 
the latter. The eus borrowed theſe Cuſtoms 
from their Neighbours, afterwards they reach- 
ed to the Greeks, and at length were fatally propa- 
gated in 7aly too. The living God had ſeverely 
un iſned them in his own People. And the 
Romans ſo ſeverely puniſhed them in their Re- 


publick, that they exterminated them ; at leaſt, 


for a time. It is well known, that Hetruria 
Was 
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was very ready to receive all Novelties in reli- 
vious Worſhip. It was from thence, that Au- 
ſpices and Augurs were brought to Rome; and 
trom thence likewiſe theſe Becchanals were 
brought to the Capital, where they produced a 
terrible Corruption of Manners. The Greek 
beforementioned had made himſelf the Head, 
or if you will, the Prieſt of this ſecret Aſſo- 
ciation. He did not gain himſelf Followers, 
by appearing in publick, and openly proclaim- 
ing the Power of a beneficent God. He only 
whiſpered his infamous Doctrines in private. 
The Women were firſt ſeduced; all the Aſ- 
ſemblies conſiſted only of them, for ſome time, 
and Prieſteſſes were choſen out of them. Af- 
terwards the Men were admitted, and the Aſ- 
femblies were held in a Wood, conſecrated to 
the Goddeſs Simila, or as others Stimula. 

But it was not ſo much Curioſity, as the pre- 
vailing Corruption of Mens Hearts, that gain- 
ed the Impoſtor Credit. Wine and good Cheer 
were the Attractives firſt made uſe of, to draw 
intemperate Men to the Feaſt of Bacchas. 
Their Numbers encreaſed ; the Feaſt was held 
by Night ; and the Greeks took care to intro- 
duce among them, ſuch young Perſons of both 
Sexes, as were moſt capable of irritating the 
Paſſions. They were firſt enlivened with 
Wine and Dancing, then the Place was de- 
ſignedly darkened, and this Darkneſs ſeemed 
to take from them all manner of Modeſty, 
Their Licentiouſneſs was then purſued with- 
out any Reſtraint, The Night, which was be- 
gun with Drunkenneſs, ended with Inceſt, and 
Brutalities, yet more deteſtable. Nor was all 
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this enough. The little Time they had, be- 
fore their Underſtandings were quite drowned 
in Wine, was ſpent in forging Contracts and 
Bonds, and combining together to bear falſe 
Witneſs. Nay, it often happened, that thoſe 
whom it was their Intereſt to deſtroy, were 
diſpatched by a Dagger, or a Doſe of Poiſon. 
Many Perſons diſappeared all on a ſudden, and 
could no where be found. Violence and Trea- 
chery were as much practiſed in theſe noctur- 
nal Aſſemblies, as all manner of Luſts. In 
order to ſtifle the Cries of thoſe whom they aſ- 
ſaſſinated, or ſacrificed by Violence to their 
Debaucheries, they made a great Noiſe with 
Drums and Cymbals; and the Shouts of this 
Bacchanalian I'roop, were louder than the In- 
ſtruments. Nevertheleſs, as the Rendez vous 
of the People was in a ſolitary unknown Place, 
the Senate was not informed of it till the fol- 
lowing Accident. 

A young Roman named Abutius, had loſt 
his Father in the Flower of his Age; and Dau- 
ronia his Mother had married again. T. Sem- 
pronins Blaſus the Father- in- law, was a vio- 
lent and profane Man; and Ebutius, accord- 
ing to his Birth, muſt naturally have come to 
the Enjoyment of a great Eſtate. His Father 
was a Roman Knight; a Mark of Diſtinction, 
which was neither obtained, nor kept by any, 
but ſuch as were very rich. At firſt, Guartli- 
ans were aſſigned for the young Roman; but 
he loſt them too ſoon by Death. Then the 
Care of his Eſtate fell into the Hands of his 
Mother, and his Father-in-law ; and the latter 
was both involved in Debt to a great Deas, 
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and reſponſible for his Ward's Eſtate. This 
gave him Uneaſineſs; and Duronia and Sem- 
pronixs, could find out no other Remedy, but 
to get rid of her Son, and his Son-in-law, whoſe 
juſt. Demands were ſo troubleſome to them; 
and the Husband and Wife thonght the new 
Aſſembly of the Bacchanalians, with which 
they were acquainted, the moſt proper Place 
and Method, for the Execution of their barba- 
rous Parricide. Beſides, ÆAbutiuss Manners 
which they had neglected to cultivate, ſeemed 
to favour their Deſign. He was ſcarce grown 
up to be a young Man, before he fell into the 
Vices of that Age. He had taken a Miſtreſs 
near his own Houſe, and his Attachment to 
her was well known. The Mother therefore 
took her Son aſide, and addreſſed her ſelf to 
him in this artful manner. In your laſt Sick- 
neſs, Son, when I was ſo much alarmed for 
fear of your Death, I applied to the Gods for 
Relief for you. We had juſt heard of a new 
Worſhip of Bacchus. I made a Vow to initiate 
my ſelf in the Myſteries of it, and you recover- 
ed, I muſt hey 4 diſcharge my Vow, and you 
muſt prepare your ſelf by Continence for ten 
Days, for entering into an Aſſociation, which 
will afterwards furniſh you with new Plea- 
ſures to gratify your Inclinations. After the ne- 
ceſſary Preparation is over, I will lead you to 
zhe Bacchanals myſelf. ÆAbutius at firſt readi- 
ly complied with the Defires of Duronia; but 
he could not help acquainting his Miſtreſs with 
the ten Days Contiuence his Mother required 
of him. The Perſon with whom he was in 
love, was a Courtiſan of great Beauty, named 


Hiſpala 
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Hiſpala Feſcenia. When ſhe was yet but A 
Slave, ſhe had gotten a great deal of Money, 
by her infamous Proſtitutions; and when ſhe 
became rich, aftcr ſhe had bought her Freedom, 
ſhe fell in love with young Abutius, and ſoon 
captivated him with her Careſſes. But not- 
withſtanding her ſhameful Commerce with him, / 
this Woman had more Honour and Probity, | 
than Women of her Profeſſion generally have. 

Beſides, her Love for Abutius was boundleſs. 1 
She ſupplied him with Neceſſaries, and ſup- 

| ported him under the ſevere Treatment of his 

Father- in-law, and a Mother, who often ſuf- 

fered him to want. Nor was all this enough 

for Hiſpala. After the Death of her Patron | 
who had procured her Freedom, and who had 

been her Guardian according to Law, ſhe had 
obtained Leave to make her Will, and had left 

all her Eſtate to Æbutius, after her Death. The 

; bare mention the young Roman made of getting 

0 himſelf initiated in the Myſterics of Bacchus, 

1 made her A — Horror. Into what an 

i Abyſs of Miſery, 1aid ſhe to him, are you goin 

| Zo — — ſelf! It were better "that bork > 
You and I ſhould die, than that you ſhould em- 
i bark in ſo dangerous an Undertaking. May the 
| Evils that threaten you, fall on the Heads of 

thoſe who have engaged you in it. Upon this, 

the great Concern and Uneaſineſs of Hiſpala, 

ſoon affected the Heart of Abutius; and he 

would know the Particulars of the Perils which 
threatened him. Yoxr Father-1n-law, added ſhe, 

wants to expoſe your Life and Honour to the 

moſt horrible Dangers. I ſay nothing of your 

Mother. My Affection for you makes me re- 


ſpect 
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ſpe her, Nevertheleſs, both ſhe and her Huſ- 


band have conſpired to take away your Life. 
And ſhe ſaid no more Abutius was forced 
to uſe the utmoſt Entreaties, and the moſt preſ- 
ling Inſtances with her, before he conld prevail 
on iſpala to reveal the Secrets of the Aſſoci- 
ation. She had formerly been of it herſelt, and 
had bound herſelf by the moſt frightful Oaths, 
never to betray the Secret. But at length ſhe 
called all the Gods and Goddeſles to witneſs, 
that her only Motive to break her Promiſes, 
was to ſave the Life of him who was the moſt 
dear to her of any Perſon in the World; and 
then ſhe went on thus. H/hez I was a Slave I 
attended my Miſtreſs to this Sanctuary of Ini- 
quity. But I ſwear to you I never have been 
there ſiuce I have gained my Liberty. I know, 
that of all the young Men who have frequented 
:t, not one has arrived at the Age of twent 
Years. They no ſooner come to the Place, but 
they are carried to a deteſtable Prieſt ; and this 
Barbarian de votes them as a Victim, to Death, 
and Luſt. He takes them aſide into a private 
Place, where, without any Scruple or Regard, 
Violence is offered to their Modeſly, and often 
to their Lives. 

This Diſcourſe, which ſeemed ſincere, af- 
fected Abutius; and as ſoon as he returned 
home, he proteſted to his Mother, that he ab- 
ſolutely renounced her Vow, to aſſociate him 
with the Bacchanalians. Duronia eaſily gueſs- 
ed, that her Son had been inſtructed by Hiſpa- 
la, and ſaid; This is that Enchantreſs, that 
Wretch, your Miſtreſt, who has perverted your 
Underſtanding, and 3 your Heart. It 
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is ſhe who has taught yon ts deſpiſe the Com- 
mands of your Mother, and to be ungrateful to 
the Gods. Get you out of my Houſe, and ap- 
pear in my Sight no more! The young Roman 
found a ſafe Retreat in the Houſe of AÆbutia, 
his Father's Siſter. But he was forced to de- 
clare to his Aunt the Reaſon why he left his 
Mother's Houſe. Abutia thought the Excuſe 
a very juſt one, and urged her Nephew to in- 
form the Conſul Poſtumius, of what he had 
heard of the infamous Luſts and Murders of 
this nocturnal Aſſembly, in the Grove of Si- 
mula. Abutius was twice brought before the 
Conſul, who heard him favourably, and care- 
fully informed himſelf of the Matter. Nor 
was this all. He likewiſe enquired into the 
Character of Aibutia, who had excited her Ne- 
phew to declare ſuch horrible Things; and he 
was informed by Sulpicia, his Mother-in-law, 
that AÆAbutia was a Woman of a good Under- 
ſtanding, and her Reputation blameleſs. But 
after all, one Informer was not a ſufficient 
Foundation for the Noiſe this Affair would 
make, when brought before the Senate. Be- 
ſides, ÆAbutius himſelf had not been an Eye- 
Witneſs of the Crimes he divulged. For the 
greater Certainty therefore, it was neceſſary to 
have H:ſpala examined; but it was beneath the 
Dignity and Gravity of an Head of the Repub- 
lick, either to ſend for a Courtiſan to his Houſe, 
or to pay her a Viſit. All manner of Decen- 
ey was ſtrictly kept up in Rowe. The Conſul 
therefore choſe to have an Interview with Hi 
pala, at the Houſe of Sulpicia, a Lady, whoſe 
Virtue raiſed her above Suſpicion ; and he 

would 
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would have the Lady preſent at the Converſa- 
tion. When the Courtiſan received a Meſſage 
from Abutia, that Sulpicia defired ſhe would 
pay her a Viiit, ſhe ſhuddered for Fear; and 
her Terror increaſed, when ſhe ſaw the Lickors, 
and all the Train of a Conſul, in the Porch of 
the Houſe where ſhe was. But when ſhe was 
brought into an inner Apartment, ſhe was ſur- 
prizcd to fee no Body there, but the Conſul and 
his Mother-in-law. Then Poſtamius ſaid to 
her; Von have nothing to fear, if you have Ho- 
zeſty enough to conceal nothing from ns. Did 
you never aſſiſt at the Aſſemblies which were 
held by Night in the Grove of Stimula? At 
theſe Words Hiſpala trembled exceedingly, and 
her Voice and Breath failed her at once. When 
ſhe was recovered from her firſt Fright, ſhe 
ſaid, I own, when I was very young, aud a Slave, 
1 was carried thither by my M:ſtreſs, and initi- 
ated. Since I have obtained my Freedom, I 
have never been there, and I know not what 1s 
done there. The Confeſſion you make us, re- 
plicd the Conſul, of your having been initiated 
in the Myſteries of Bacchus, is ſuch a Mark 
of $:ncerity, as puts you in a fair Way for a 


Pardon. But that you will never obtain, if 


yon conceal from us any of the Circumſtances, 
which we can diſcover by auy other Means. Be 
ingenuous; the whole has been revealed to us 
by a Perſon whom you made ” Cor ident. 
"Theſe laſt Words threw Hiſpala into a violent 
Paſſion. The Traitor! cried ſhe, meaning A- 
batins; and then recovering her Spirits, ſhe 
threw herſelf at Szlpicia's Fect. Do you be- 
he ve, ſaid ſhe to her, what a Woman of my 
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Character ſays to a young May, whom fhe 
would enſuare? I gave him that Acconut of the 
Bacchanalians ozly zo keep him t my ſelf, The 
Conſul ſaw there was Diſſimulation in thefe 
Words, and ſeemed exaſpersted by them: and 
then Sulpicia interpoſed, On one Hand ſhe 
endeavoured to appeaſe the Anger of Poſinm:- 
us, and on the other, adviſed the Courtiſan to 
conceal nothing. And at lengtn, after having 
inveighed againſt the Treachery of Abutius, 
and called the Gods to witneſs, that Neceſſity 
alone forced her to divulge the Secrets, which 
ſhe had ſworn to conceal, ſhe addreſſed her 
ſelf to the Conſul, in this manner. Into what 
Dangers, my Lord, am I going to throw my 
ſelf, out of Deſerence to you! I am going 10 
ftir up Heaven and Earth againſt me. Per- 


Laps indeed the Gods may pardon my Breach of 
Oaths; but what can I expect at the Hands of 
Men? A Company sf furious People will 


all fall upon me; and my Ruin is certain. Ba- 


wiſh me therefore far from Rome, and find 


out a Ketreat, where a wretched Woman may 
ſpend the reſt of her Days in Peace. Then 
the Conſul promiſed her, that the Republick 
ſhould take her under her Protection; and 
Hiiſpaia went on, and revealed the whole Se- 
cret. The Bacchanalians at Rome, ſaid ſhe, 
were originally only Aſſemblies of Women, 
which were held but three Times a Year, Mo- 
men preſided in them; and Women did the A, 
fairs of Prieſleſſes there. Till at length the 
Government if the Society fell into the Hands 
of a Woman named Paculla, who introd:- 
ced Nen among them, and particularly the 
Children 
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Children and Husbands of the Initiated, Then 
the Aſſeiablies were held by Night, and repeated 
five Tiines in a Month. And as if the Dark- 
meſs had made every Thing lawful, this Con- 
courſe of Men aud Women ran into the moſt 
horrible Exceſſes. They, whoſeremains of Mo- 
deſiy made them more t1120r015, or leſs abondoned, 
were put to Death. The Crimes received a 
Saudion from an Appearance of Religion; and 
nothing was ſcrupled under the Protection of a 
God. Men heated with Hine took Favelins in 
their Hands, and when they had ſtupiſied them- 
ſelves with Turnings, and Agitations of Body, 
pronounced a kiad of Oracles, The Women 
with their Hair diſhevelled, and like ſo many 
Furies, armed themſetves with Flambeauæ made 
of Bitumen, Sulphur, and Lime, lighted them, 
ran and plunged them into the Tyber, and 
drew them out again before the Fire had ex- 
tinguiſhed them. Thoſe who were reſerved, 
aud ſcrupledihhe maddeſt Brutalities, were caught 
np into the Air by Engines, then thrown down 
into ſubterraueous Caverns, and never were 
ſeen more. The reſt ſaid that the Gods took 
them to themſelves. In ſhort, the Number of 
the Initiated is wow exceedingly mcreaſed. 
You would take their Aſſembly for a whole Na- 
tion of People. Men and Women of great 
Diſtiuction appear there; and but two Nears 
ago, they made it a Rule to admit no Body for 
the future, who was paſt twenty, In the Flower 
of Youth, People, (ſay they, are more eaſy to 
be ſeduced, and more ready to give themſelves 
up to Pleaſure. 
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Which ſaid, Hiſpala threw herſelf at the 
Conſuls Feet, and cried out, I again repeat it, 
my Lord; after the Declaration that I have 
made, I can be fafe only at a Diſtance from 
hence, Baniſhment is all the Favour I ash, 
However, #-/i#92:45 did not care to remove 
a Witneſs ſo neceſſary for the publick Good: 
But defired his Mother-in-Law to give her a 
Retreat with her. Accordingly Sulpicia allot- 
ted Hiſpala an Apartment at the Top of her 
Houſe ; and the Stair-Caſe of that Apartment 
leading into a Street, it was turned, So that 
Hiſpala could not go out, without going thro? 
the Houſe; and all her Moveables and Effects 
were brought tnither. As for Abutius, he was 
committed to the Care of one of the Conſul's 
Clients. And now Poſtumius being ſupported 
with ſuch ſtrong Proof, no longer heſitated 
about making a Report to the Senate of his 
Diſcovery. As ſoon as he had opened the 
whole Scene to The Conſcript Fathers, they 
were {track with Horrour. Some reflected 
on the Danger ſuch an Aſtembly as this 
might bring on the whole Body of the Re- 
publick Others were atraid they ſhould find 
their Relations or Friends among the Crimi- 
nals. Nevertheleſs they paſſed a Decree, con- 
taining theſe five Articles. 1. They returned 
Thauks to Poſtumius for having taken care to 
make this important Diſcovery, withont Noiſe, 
or Scandal. 2, They appointed him and his 
Colleague to get more full Informations. 3. 
They put Ebutius and Hitpala ander the Pro- 
went of the Senate; and by their Promiſes 
invited others to come and give Information, 
4. They 
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A. They gave the Conſuls leave to ſearch is 
Towns, and pecuitar Fariſaietions, for the 


Pric Tin 214 Prieſteljes of this Ajſaciation, And 


 Fthly, They forbad the Initiated in the Baccha- 


nals 20 aſſemble; and commanded all the Peo- 
ple of Italy, to inform againſt thoſe, who had 
polluted themſelves with the Abommations prac- 
ziſed there, The Conſuls began their Proceed- 
ings with ordering the Carule A diles to ſeize 
the Perſons of the Prieſts and Prieſteſſes of the 
Aſſembly, and keep them fate till they were 
examined; not in the publick Friſons, but in 
private Houſes. Then they committed it to the 
care of tne Plebeian Aailes, to prevent the 
holding any religious Aſlemblies in ſecret. 
And laſtly they ordered the Triumviri Capitales 
to ſtation the Watchmen ſo as to hinder all 
nocturnal Aſſemblies, to take care that no 
Part of the City was ſet on Fire, and to hire 
Men to watch the Houſes on this Side the 
Zyber. Theſe Orders and Precautions alarm- 
ed all Rome. I he People were aſſembled in 
the Forum. And Poſtumius mounted The 
Tribune of Harangaes, and {poke thus. 

O Jupiter, Funo, Minerva, and all the 
tutelary Gods of this Empire, favour the En- 
terpriſe J have in Hand. If ever Conſul ought 
to invoke the Name of the ancient Gods of 
the Country, I ought now to do it, when Iam 
going to ſuppreſs a falſe religious Worſhip, 
and purge the old Religion of it. Exccrable 
© Impicties, joined with Aſſaſſinations and De- 
© baucheries, are introduced into Rome. All my 
© Difficulty is, to know how to repreſent them 
to you in a proper Light. To repreſent them 
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as they are, would be to make you tremble 
with Horror. Lo conceal any Part. o 
them, would be lefiening the juſt Rage 
with which you ought to be fired, at ſuch 
deteſtable Prophanations. Let me tay what 
| will, 1 can never find Words bad enough 
tor the Heinouſueis oi tau Crimes I am go- 
ing to mention. Gacchanals were firſt in- 
troduced into 1cveral Parts of [zaly, and 
from thence brought to Rome. You cannot 
bot know that theſe Aſſemblies have been 
held in the Neighbourhood of this City. 
Their Shouts, and the Noiſe of their In- 
ſtruments, have often diſturbed your Reſt in 
the Night; though you knew not the Cauſes 
of them. You thought them lawful Re- 
joycings, authorized by Religion, and allow- 
ed by the Laws; or perhaps you thought 
this Society conſiſted only of a few Men and 
Women of Pleaſure, But we have been 
much miſtaken, Romans. The Number of 
theſe Aflociates much ſurpaſſes what we 
ever thought of it. They are reckoned to 
be no leſs than ſeveral Thonſands. In- 
deed Women firſt hearkened to theſe Se- 
ducers. But afterwards Men, as effeminate 
as themſelves, tollowed their Example. And 
what Obſcenities have they not ſuffered, or 
committed? And it they have not yet con- 
ſpired againſt the Republick, it is only be- 
cauſe they firſt want to increaſe their 
Strength and Credit. And to far as we 
can judge by what is paſt, their Number 
will ſoon increaſe, ſo as to become formi- 
dable to the State. 'T'heſe Sorts of Aflocia- 

tions 


K wa aaa nK« gn . „„ K. Keen nA 


t 
* 
c 


4 


19 


tions have ever been ſuſpected. Our Anceſ- 
tors would never ſuffer any Number of Peo- 
ple to meet but when it was neceſſary to 
aſſemble a Sort of Army on the FJaniculus 
while the Comitia by Centuries were held, 
or to aſſemble the Tribes, or to invite the 
People to come and hear the Harangues of 
the Magiſtrates. All other Aſſemblies were 


ever thought unlawful. And whenever a 


Multitude was gathered together, it was 
judged neceſſary to have a lawful Head, to 
make it a lawful Aſſembly. But where 
is the Head nominated by publick Authority 
for theſe Bacchanals ? en and Women 
meet together at Night, in a common Ren- 
de vous. Moſt of the Initiated are inconſi- 
derate young People, who are ſcarce old 
enough to ſerve in our Armies. What Edu- 
cation muſt they then receive, in the midſt of 
Licentiouſneſs and Brutality * Shall we 
find any of them fit to fill up the Places 
of thoſe brave Legzenaries, who have con- 
quered three Parts of the World for us ? 
Will they fight to defend the Honour of 
our Wives and Children, after they have 
been brought up in Debauchery ? But La- 
ſciviouſneſs is the leaſt of their Crimes. The 
Bacchanals are Schools of all the Villanies 
that have been practiſed in our Days. There 
Calumnies are invented, unjuſt Accuſations 
formed, falſe Acts forged, and all other In- 
ſtruments made which are fit for the Ruin 
of Families. The Evil is contagious. A 


* Plague would not 8 us with a more 


* univerſal 


R W K M 19 6 „ 


- 


(15) 

univerſal Deſolation. Neither the Repub- 
lick, nor your Eſtates, nor Lives are ſafe, 
as long as theſe Aſſemblies continue. Let 
us then loſe no Time in exterminating this 
impious Society. Perhaps theſe Fanaticks 
are this Inſtant forming ſeditious Projects 


© knows whether this Libertiniſm, by which 
their Union is formed, will not degenerate 
* into Fury. And Rage and Deſpair often 
give Courage to the moſt effeminate. Be- 
© ſides, theſe People, notwithſtanding their Ef. 
feminacy, are uſed to ſhed Blood. They 


dip their Hands in it every Day. The Grove 


* where they aſſemble is as much polluted by 
* Murders, as Impurities. Though Romans, 
© they have no Regard either for their Rela- 
* tions, Friends, or fellow-Citizens. They 
< have no Attachment to any Perſons what- 
© ſoever, but thoſe of their own impious So- 
© ciety. Pleaſure brings them together, and 
© Intereſt unites them. Should they break 
© out, how dangerous may it prove to the 
© Republick ! Let us prevent them therefore 
© whilſt they are buried in Drunkenneſs. Your 
* Anceſtors ſpared no Puniſhment, when they 
< were to extirpate foreign Religions. With 
£ what: Zeal did they proſcribe ſtrange Gods, 
© pretended prophetical Books, all Sacrifices 
© which were different from ours, and all the 
© Oriental Cuſtoms? And theſe Things were 
very acceptable to our ancient Gods, who, 
© becauſe they ſaw themſelves affronted in ſe- 
© cret by the infamous Pollutions of theſe 
. | * Bacchanalians, 


to oppoſe our prudent Deliberations. Who 
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* Bacchanalians, have therefore brought them to 
: light that they might be puniſhed and ſup- 


preſſed. The Senate have given me and my 


Collegue an uncommon Commiſſion to en- 
* quire after them; and we have given the 
* proper Orders for the Security of the Pub- 
* lick. Do you therefore, every one in his 
Station, pay a ready Obedience to the infe- 
* rior Magiſtrates, whom we have intruſted with 
* the Care of the Watch; and join your En- 
* deayours to prevent any Danger or Tumult 
from theſe wicked Aſſociates. 

The People were well ſatisfied with the 
Steps taken by the Senate and Conſuls; and 
gave Orders for Enquiry to be made after the 
Criminals. They offered a Reward to any 
who would inform agamſt them, or give No- 
tice of their Eſcape; and threatned thoſe with 
Fines, who ſhould facilitate their Flight, buy 
their Moveables and Effects, or promote their 
Eſcape. As for the Accuſed, a Day was 
fixed for their Appearance, bur longer Time 
was allowed thoſe, who ſhould be out of 1zaly. 
And as Poſtumias's Harangue had alarmed the 
City, the Terror ſoon ſpread into the Provin- 


«ces. At Rome Guards were ſet in all Parts. 


The Triumviri cauſed a great Number of 
theſe Wretches to be arreſted. Several of 
them in vain endeavoured to ſave themſelves 
by a ſpeedy Flight; they were ſeized, and 
brought to Rome. Some Men, and ſome 
Women, killed themſelves. A Report was 
ſpread that the Number of the Aſſociates 
amounted to ſeven Thouſand, It was agreed, 
| | CGH that 


that the Heads of the Aſſociation were M. 
and L. Catinius, both Roman Citizens; one | 
L. Opiturnius, an Inhabitant of Falerii; and 
one Minius Cerrinias, a Native of Capua. 
Theſe were the Prieſts who preſided at theſe 
impious Sacrifices, and were the Authors of 
all the Abominations of the Society. Great 
Care was therefore taken to ſeize them imme- 
diately, and their Trial was brought on without 
Delay. The Number of the Fugitives increa- þ by 
ſed daily; and the Preto:s were obliged to al- 
low their Creditors a Month, to come and 
prove their Debts. Even in this populous City, 
the Delertion was ſenſible. The Conſuls were 
therefore obliged to go in Perſon to the [ 
Towns, and Markets, in the Neighbourhood, 


to ſearch out the Offenders, and try themup- 
on the Spot. They who were only 72:71ated, 
that is, had only pronounced the Form of the 
Oath whereby they engaged themſelves, but 
had not polluted themſelves with any of the 
Crimes of the Seq, were only impriſoned. 
They who were found guilty of the moſt mon- 
ſtrous Debaucheries, Murders, falſe Witneſs, 
and counterteiting Bonds and Seals, were ex- 
ecuted. And theſe were the greateſt Num- | 
ber. As for the Women, they were delivered 
up to their Relations tor them to puniſh them. 
The Publick were not concerned to chaſtiſe 
them, till ſuch Time as their Families had 
ſhewed them ſo much Indulgence as to ſpare 
them. The Grove where theſe Aſſemblies | 
were held was cut down ; and not only in 
Rome, but all over Italy, the Houſes appro- 
- 1 priated 
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priated to theſe Conventicles were demoliſhed. 
Nothing was ſpared but the old Alters, aud 
the old Statues of Bacchus. And laitiy, the 
Senate paſſed a Decree, that if any Family had 
for Time immemorial enjoyed a Right o, ſo- 
lemnizing a Feaſt to this God, they ſhould 
give the Prætor Notice of it; That the Pre- 
tor ſhould acquai:t the Senate wich it, wien 
there were at leaſt an Hundred Senators in the 
Houſe ; and that if the Family obtained Leave 


to worſhip Bacchns, there ſhould not more 


than five Perſons meet together tor that Pur- 


poſe, and ſhoald not have any Power either to 


chuſe Prieſts, or ſettle any Foundations for 
the Maintenance of this Worſhip. When the 


Conſul Poſtumius was returned to Rome, he 


made it his firſt Buſineſs to prevail on the Se- 
nate to give an honourable Reward to Mbu- 
tius and thiſpala; and the Queſtors were or- 


dered to pay to each a hundred thouſand 
* Aſſes of Braſs. Then, by a Decree of the 


People, Poſtumuus got the Informer exempted 
from the Duty of ſerving in the Army, either 
on Foot or on Horſeback ; and H:jpala was 
inveſted in all the Privileges of Women, who 


had always been of free Condition. She had 


Leave given her to acquire, or alienate an 
Eſtate, independently of her Patrons; Power 


ro 
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to chooſe her own Guardian; was freed from 
any Dependence on the Family, which had 
given her Freedom; had Liberty to marry 
whom ſhe pleaſed; and it was declared, not 
to be beneath any Man to marry her. And 
laſtly, the preſent and ſucceeding Prætors 
were ordered to take her under their Pro- 
tection, and ſecure her from all Violence 
and Inſults. All theſe Regulations were 
made by the Comitia; and the Conſuls were 
empowered to reward the other Witneſſes 
according to their Merit. | 


N. B. This happened in the Year of 


Rome 567, when Sp. Poſtumius Albi- 


nus, and Q. Marcius Philippus were 


Confuls. 
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